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Recommended Reading 

 
 
Gardening:  

·  Gravel Gardens. Beth Chatto. 2004  
·  Water-wise Gardening: America’s Backyard Revolution. Thomas Christopher, Simon and 

Schuster.1994  
·  How to Design and Build a Sprinkler System. Mike Tenn. 1996 
·  The Undaunted Garden: Planting for Weather Resilient Beauty. Lauren Springer. 1994  
·  The Northwest Gardener’s Resource Directory. Stephanie Feeney, Debra Prinzing, 

Editor, 9th edition. 2002  
·  Gardening for Wildlife: Native Plant Flashcards. Lisa Albert. These specifically relate to 

Northwest native plants. 2004  
·  Taylor©s Guide to Water-Saving Gardening: A Sourcebook for Gardeners. Norman 

Taylor, Houghton Mifflin Company. Fully illustrated with 324 Color Photographs. 1990  
·  The Water-Thrifty Garden. Stan Defreitas. Taylor Publishing. 1993  
·  Plants for Dry Climates: How to Select, Grow and Enjoy. Mary Rose Duffield and 

Warren D. Jones. HP Books. 1992  
·  Landscape Plants for Western Regions: An Illustrated Guide to Plant for Water 

Conservation. Bob Perry. Land Design Publishing. 1992  
·  Shade and Color with Water-Conserving Plants. James E. Walters and Balbir Backhaus. 

Timber Press. 1992  
·  Drip Irrigation for Every Landscape and All Climates. Robert Kourik. Metamorphic 

Press. 1992  
·  The Mediterranean Gardener. Hugo Latymer. Barron's Education Series. 1990 
·  Low-Water Gardening. John Lucas, J.M. Dent. 1993  
·  Water Conserving Plants for the Pacific Northwest West of the Cascades. Northwest 

Perennial Alliance. 1993  
·  Xeriscape Color Guide. Edited by David Winger of Denver Water. 1998  
·  Water-Wise Gardening. Lauren Springer. Burpee American Gardening Series. 1994  
·  The Dry Garden: A Practical Guide to Planning and Planting. Mark Rumary, RHS and 

Conran Octopus. 1992  
·  Xeriscape Gardening: Water Conservation for the American Landscape. Connie 

Ellefson, et al. Macmillan. 1992  
·  Right Plant, Right Place. Nicola Ferguson. Summit Books. 1984  
·  Sunset’s Western Garden Guide. Sunset Books Inc. Updated 1995  



·  The Encyclopedia of Ornamental Grasses. John Greenlee.1992  
·  Xeriscape Handbook. Gayle Weinstein. 1999  
·  Watering Systems for Lawn and Garden—A Do it Yourself Guide. R. Dodge Woodson. 

1996  
·  The Free-Spirited Garden. Susan McClure. Gorgeous gardens that flourish naturally. 

1999  
·  No Work Garden. Bob Flowerdew. Getting the most out of your garden with the least 

amount of work. 2002  
·  Xeriscape Plant Guide. Denver Water, American Water Works Association and Fulcrum 

Publishing. 1996  
 

 
Children/Elementary School:  

·  Bear Loves Water. (Preschool) Ellen Weiss. Bear teaches readers about water in all its 
forms - puddles, bubbles, snowflakes and clouds. 1999  

·  Dudley©s Tea Party. Alex Galatis. Dudley uses too much water in the morning and cannot 
find enough water to make tea for his party. 1995  

·  The Drop in My Drink. (9-12 years) Meredity Hooper and Chris Coady. Water takes on 
fascinating new significance as readers discover the amazing complexity of a substance 
we take for granted. Includes a detailed depiction of water cycles, amazing facts and 
important environmental information. 1999  

·  The Earth and I. (4-8 years) Frank Asch. Explains the friendship between the earth and a 
young child and what each can do for the other. 1994  

·  Raven Returns the Water. (ages 7 and up) Anne Cameron. Explains how Raven the 
trickster saves the world from a massive drought. 1987  

·  Down Comes the Rain. Franklin Branley. Part of the “Let’s Read and Find Out Science”  
series of books. Kids learn about the water cycle all around them. 1997  

·  Follow the Water from Brook to Ocean. Arthur Dorros. Part of the “Let’s Read and Find 
Out Science”  series of books. Find out more about how water shapes the earth and why it 
is important to keep our water clean. 1993  

·  The Water Hole. Graeme Base. A most beautifully illustrated book—a fusion of a 
counting book, puzzle book, story book and art book. 2003  

·  The Magic School Bus. Scholastic, Inc. A book about the water cycle. 1996  
·  The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks. Scholastic, Inc. 1988  
·  Water. Frank Asch. 1997  
·  Where Does Water Come From? Vance C. Cast. 1992  
·  El Agua y Tu. Clarita Kohen. 1993  
·  Stories of the Flood. Uma Krishnaswami. 1994  
·  Down to the Sea. Jay W. Nicholas. 1999  
·  Where Do Puddles Go? Fay Robinson. 1995  
·  Water Voices. Toby Speed. 1998  
·  Water Power. (Grades 3-5) Christine Petersen. 2004  
·  Cool Drink of Water. Barbara Kerley. 2002  
·  The Future of the Earth: An Introduction to Sustainable Development for Young Readers. 

Yann Arthus-Bertrand. 2004  



·  My Big World of Wonder. Sherri Griffin. 2004  
·  Water Pollution. (Grades 3-5) Rhonda Lucas Donald. 2001  
·  Keeping Water Clean. Ewan McLeish. 1998  
 

 
Middle School:  

·  Every Drop Counts. Jill C. Wheeler. Full of ideas on how kids can stop water waste at 
home, outside, and in school. Also talks about water pollution. 1993  

·  Water: A Resource in Crisis. Eileen Lucas. Discusses the quality and quantity of water on 
a global scale and includes discussions of resources, the ways we use water, pollution, 
making water safe, taking care of our water, and taking action. 1991  

·  Water Conservation: Student Edition. By Leslie Crawford, Jeri Hayes (Editor), Cathy 
Anderson (Editor) Shows students different ways to analyze, consider options, and take 
action on issues such as sources of water pollution, community water supply, the school 
water system, reading a water bill, conservation technologies and practices, and assessing 
costs and benefits. 1997  

·  365 Nature Crafts and Activities. Karen Bledsoe & Candyce Norvell. Projects help with 
the exploration outdoors. Learn about everything from dirt and water to bugs and birds 
while playing games, conducting experiments and creating crafts and gifts. 2004  

·  The Everything Kids’  Science Experiments Book. Tom Robinson. Boil ice, float water, 
measure gravity—challenge the world around you. 2001  

·  Water Science, Water Fun: great things to do with H2O. Noel & Phyllis Fiarotta. 1996  
·  World Water Watch. Michelle Koch. 1999  
·  Drought: A Disaster Book. Christopher Lampton. 1992  
·  Water: Almost Enough for Everyone. Stephanie Ocko. 1995  
·  Conservation and Natural Resources. Anna Prokos, David Diefendorf (Jackie Ball 

editor). 2004  
 
 

High School and Adult:  
·  Last Oasis: Facing Water Scarcity. By Sandra Postel, Linda Starke (Editor). The 

worldwide water crisis, according to this book, is due to its ready availability, low cost, 
people's overuse, and lack of respect for this life-sustaining resource. Solutions are giving 
for restoring and sustaining this essential lifeline. 1997  

·  Tapped Out: The Coming World Crisis in Water and What We Can Do About It. Paul 
Simon. Discusses increasing global population and a water supply that cannot increase; 
faced with this crisis, what can the average citizen do? 1998  

·  Water: Almost Enough for Everyone. By Stephanie Ocko. Through case studies, 
anecdotes, facts, and theoretical explanations, this book provides a look at the social and 
environmental implications of severe droughts, their causes, and some possible solutions. 
1995  

·  Water Dance. (All Ages) Thomas Locker. Follow the planet’s most precious resource on 
its daily journey as it dances through our world. Beautifully illustrated.  

·  John Muir: America’s Naturalist. (All Ages). Thomas Locker. 2003  
·  Silent Spring. Rachel Carson. Warns public of dangers associated with pesticide use.1962  



·  My Story as Told by Water. David James Duncan. 2001  
·  Cadillac Desert: The American West and its Disappearing Water. Marc Reisner. Revised 

1993  
·  Water Wars: Drought, Flood, Folly and the Politics of Thirst. Diane Raines Ward. 2002  
·  Every Drop for Sale: Our Desperate Battle Over Water. Jeffrey Rothfeder. 2001  
·  Clean Water: An Introduction to Water Quality and Pollution Control. Kenneth M. Vigil. 

2003   
·  Whose Water Is It? The Unquenchable Thirst of a Water-Hungry World. Bernadette 

McDonald. 2003  
·  A Life of its Own: The Politics and Power of Water. Robert Gottlieb. Reprinted 1991  
·  Water: Worlds Between Heaven & Earth. Art Wolfe. 1997  
·  Water: A Turbulent History. Stephen Halliday. 2005  
·  Water. Marq De Villiers. 1999  

 
 

 


